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SUBJECT: PPP LEADERS CHASTISED, PNA CALLS OFF STRIKE, BUT 
SITUATION TENSE 

REF: ISLAMABAD 8124 

SUMMARY: MARTIAL LAW AUTHORITIES (MLA) HAVE ROUNDED UP 
PPP WORKERS IDENTIFIED WITH MONDAY S VIOLENCE AND HAVE 
WARNED PPP LEADERS NOT TO VIOLATE THE LAW IN THE FUTURE. 
PNA HAS CALLED OFF PROJECTED STRIKE IN RESPONSE TO MLA 
REQUEST. HOWEVER, VERY TENSE SITUATION IS BUILDING UP 
AROUND SHRINE IN DOWNTOWN LAHORE WHICH BHUTTO PLANS TO 
VISIT AND FLASHPOINT MAY SOON BE REACHED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . AUGUST 9 WAS QUIET IN LAHORE. PRESS REPORTED THAT 
BHUTTO WAS INDISPOSED AND HAD CANCELLED ALL ENGAGEMENTS 
AFTER HIS DOCTORS HAD PRESCRIBED COMPLETE REST. HE IS 
UNDERSTOOD TO PLAN ON LEAVING FOR PESHAWAR ON AUGUST 11, 
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ON DAY EARLIER THAN SCHEDULED. 

2. THE MLA ISSUED A PRESS RELEASE AUGUST 9 ANNOUNCING 
THAT FORTY-THREE PPP WORKERS IMPLICATED IN 

MONDAY S VIOLENCE HAD BEEN ARRESTED AND OTHERS WOULD BE 
ROUNDED UP. THE RELEASE WARNED ORGANIZED POLITICAL 
PARTIES THAT ACTIVITIES SUCH AS THOSE THAT HAD OCCURRED 
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ARE BANNED AND THAT PERPETRATORS WOULD BE TRIED BY 
MILITARY COURTS AND WERE LIABLE TO BE PUNISHED WITH 
RIGOROUS IMPRISONMENT AND WHIPPING. THE MLA 
PLACED ON PARTY ORGANIZERS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
ASSURING THAT THEIR WORKERS DO NOT VIOLATE THE LAW. 
ACCORDING TO RELEASE, SENIOR PPP LEADERS, INCLUDING 
CHAIRMAN OF LAHORE DISTRICT COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
MIAN EHSAN-UL-HAQ, HAD BEEN SUMMONED TO MLA HEADQUARTERS 
WHERE THEY SIGNED DOCUMENT ACKNOWLEDGING THAT 
RESTRICTIONS MLA HAD PLACED ON BHUTTO S ARRIVAL CEREMONEIES 
HAD BEEN VIOLATED WITH CONSEQUENT VIOLENCE, DAMAGE TO 
PROPERTY AND ASSAULTS ON POLITICAL LEADERS; EXPRESSING 
SINCERE REGRET; AND UNDERTAKING TO ABIDE BY MARTIAL 
LAW IN FUTURE. OTHER PPP LEADERS, INCLUDING SHEIKH 
RAFIQ AHMAD, PRESIDENT OF THE PARTY FOR PUNJAB, WERE 
ALSO SUMMONED AND TOLD TO MAKE SURE THAT THEIR WORKERS 
DO NO VIOLATE THE LAW. 

3. LATE ON AUGUST 10, PROFESSOR GHAFOOR AHMAD, PNA 
SECRETARY-GENERAL, INFORMED THE PRESS THAT THE 
ALLIANCE HAD WITHDRAWN ITS LAHORE STRIKE CALL FOR AUGUST 
1 1 . HE EXPLAINED THAT MLA HAD ASSURRED HIM THAT THEY 

WERE TAKING MEASURES AGAINST PERSONS WHO WERE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR AUGUST 8 VIOLENCE AND HAD URGED HIM TO WITHDRAW 
THE STRIKE CALL. HE SAID MASROOR HASSAN, CHIEF SECRETARY 
OF PUNJAB GOVERNMENT, HAD GIVEN HIM SIMILAR ASSURRANCES. 
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PRESS REPORTS PARALLEL MLA APPROACH TO AIR MARSHALL 
ASHGAR KHAN, PRESIDENT OF TEHRIK. 

4. AS OF MID-AFTERNOON, AUGUST 10, HOWEVER, SITUATION 

IS AGAIN TENSE. BHUTTO HAD ANNOUNCED THAT HE WOULD VISIT 
DATA GUNJ BUX SHRINE, ONE OF MOST REVERED ISLAMIC SITES 
HERE, AT ONE O'CLOCK IN AFTERNOON. A PPP SOURCE INFORMED 
US THAT HE PLANS, HOWEVER, TO POSTPONE HIS ARRIVAL UNTIL 
LATE AFTERNOON. MEANWHILE HUGE DROWD HAS BUILT UP 
AROUND SHRINE (WHICH SECURITY FORCES ARE KEEPING CLEAR OF 
VISITORS), CARRYING POLITICAL SLOGANS AND PICTURES AND 
PPP FLAGS - ALL BANNED BY MLA. LARGE FORCES OF POLICE 
ARE PRESENT BUT MAKING M EFFORT TO DISPERSE CROWD. SOME 
FEW PNA PARTISANS APPEARED BRIEFLY ON NEARBY STREET 
WAVING BLACK FLAGS BUT QUICKLY DISPERSED. SITUATION IS 
VERY TENSE AND THERE IS DANGER FLASH POINT MAY BE REACHED. 
GAMON 
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